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Consumer price inflation in check 
in March quarter 


The Consumer Price Index increased 0.4 per cent between the December 
quarter 1993 and the March quarter 1994, resulting in an annual 
increase (March quarter 1994 on March quarter 1993) of 1.4 per cent. 


The most significant price rises in the March quarter were for 
pharmaceuticals (up 14.3%), cigarettes and tobacco (up 2.4%), fresh 
vegetables (up 12.0%), hospital and medical services (up 1.9%), vehicle 
insurance (up 2.9%), and motor vehicles (up 1.4%). 


Partially offsetting those rises were falls in petrol prices (down 4.2%), 
the cost of overseas holiday travel and accommodation (down 7.2%), 
consumer credit charges (down 2.9%), and take away food (down 1.3%). 


Contributing most to the annual increase in consumer prices were prices 
of cigarettes and tobacco (up 12.7%), local government rates and charges 
(up 8.2%), motor vehicle prices (up 4.4%), and the cost of haspital and 
medical services (up 5.2%), with significant off-sets being provided by 
mortgage interest charges (down 6.6%), consumer credit charges 

(down 9.6%), petrol (down 2.3%), prices of fresh fruit (down 11.1%) and 
vegetables (down 6.4%). 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX, MARCH QUARTER 1994 
Weighted average of eight capital cities 
Percentage change 


From previous Front corresponding 


Group quarter quarter of previous year 
Tobaceo and alcohot 1d 6.7 
Health and personal care 2.9 4.1 
Recreation and education 0.2 2.1 
Transportation - 0.3 1? 
Household equipment and operation 0.5 0.9 
Food 0.3 OF 
Housing 0.1 -t7 
Clothing - 0.5 -11 
All groups 4 14 
All groups excluding housing thd 18 


All groups excluding tobacco and alcohol 0.3 0.9 


As the table shows, housing costs continue to have a major moderating 
effect on the annual rate of increase in the index. The marginal rise in 
housing costs in the March quarter was caused by higher house 
insurance costs, and a rise in water rates in Sydney, partially offset by 
another fall in mortgage interest charges and a fall in repair prices. 


For further information, order the publication Consumer Price Index (6401.0), or 
contact Bohdan Stankewytsch on (06) 252 6251. 
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Manufacturing production in March 


TOBACCO AND CIGARETTES The publication Manufacturing Production, Australia, Preliminary (8301.0) 


Tonne contains up-to-date time series data on the production of twenty-seven 

ame major indicators of production (twenty-three with up-to-date trend 

(ss Bo . =e estimates). The indicator commodities have been selected to give a 
: NAL wey FE ; broad industry representation of the manufacturing sector and are part 


of a much larger range of commodity items published in the series of 
ten Manufacturing Production Bulletins. 


— Tren. 


Mar Mer Mer Mar Mar In the table below, sixteen items show an increase in trend over 
40 19491 14g 1993 1994 


production levels for March 1993. Of these four show a falling trend 
between February 1994 and March 1994 and three are Jargely stable. The 
trend in television sets production has levelled off in recent months 


reawistonsess “000 after showing a rising trend since January 1993, Basic iron and iron and 
* steel production increased and remain wel! above production levels 
. bo observed twelve months ago. Cotton yarn and woollen yarn trend 
aR A 4 production have both grown strongly over the last twelve months and 
eae Ey, pert " continued to grow to March 1994. Production of clay bricks and 
yo* ro portland cement is well up on those reported a year ago although the 
~ Tend w= Seasonatly adjusted L g current trend production is beginning to level off. 

Mar jar Mar jar ar . 

m m a mm om The two comparisons shown below should be read together to indicate 
both longer term trends and current trend direction. Reference should 
aiso be made to more detailed data presented in the monthly 
publications. 

MANUFACTURING PRODUCTION, MARCH 1954 
Percentage change in trend 

From From corresponding 

Product previous month month of previous year 
Cotton yarn 40 24.8 
Television sets ~ 0.8 23.1 
Wool yarn 2.0 18.8 
Plastics in primary forms 3.2 17.3 
Textile floor coverings 2.2 17.2 
Cars and station wagons {1.7 12.4 
Gas available for issue through mains 0.6 119 
Basic iron, spiegeleisen and sponge iran 25 14.2 
Tron and steel in ingots or other primary forms 0.8 7.2 
Clay bricks 0.5 5.9 
Chocolate based confectionery -3.6 64 
Cxther confectionery -1i 4.0 
Portland cement - 0.2 27 
Electricity -04 1.2 
Beer 1.0 0.9 
Particle board and similar boards -2.5 0.4 
Electric motors 0.5 -O9 
Woven man-made fibre fabric 0.0 -13 
Cigarettes and tobacco - 0.5 -3.5 

, Domestic clothes washing machines -29 -65 
Sulphuric acid; oleum - 5.8 -9.5 
Woven wool fabric (including blanketing} 2.6 -o7 
Blooms and slabs, from rolling and forging 01 - 25.9 

Statistics Weekly For further information, order the publication Manufacturing Production, Australia, 


5 May 1994 Preliminary (8301.0), er contact Rod Smith on (03) 615 7635. 
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Fewer schools, but student 
numbers are steady 


Final figures from the 1993 annual schools census show that the 
number of students in Australia’s schools fell marginally, from 

3 098 966 in 1992 to 3 098 375 in 1993. Student numbers at government 
schools fell by 6 027 (0.3%) to 2 228 056, while at non-government 
schools, student numbers rose by 5 436 (0.6%) to 870 319. 


The number of schools in Australia totalled 9 865, a fall of 92. or 

0.9 per cent since the previous year’s collection. Government schools fell 
from 7 448 to 7 366, while non-government schools fell from 2 509 to 

2 499, 


The schools census also shows a levelling off in the apparent retention 
rate of students remaining to Year 12. After significant rises in recent 
years, the 1993 rate of 76.6 per cent is a slight fall from the 

77.1 per cent recorded in 1992. As has been the case for some years 
now, the apparent retention rate of students to Year 12 was greater for 
females (81%) than males (72%). 


The number of full-time and part-time teaching staff at government and 
non-government schools in July 1993 totalled 217 853 persons, 
representing 201 911 full-time equivalent (FTE) staff units. 


There was the equivalent of 146 637 full-time teaching staff in 
government schools in July 1993, a fall of 0.8 per cent (1 208) from the 
147 845 in 1992, while teaching staff in non-government schools totalled 
55 274 full-time equivalent units, an increase of 1.9 per cent (1 053). 
Three-quarters of teaching staff in primary schools were female, 
compared with just over half in secondary schools. This was the case in 
both government and non-government schools. 


The schools census also revealed that student/teaching staff ratios 
ranged from 14 students per teacher in the Norther Territory, to 16 in 
New South Wales, with the average for Australia being 15. 


The annual schools census is the result of cooperation between the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics and Commonwealth, State and Territory 
education authorities through the Ministerial Council on Education, 
Employment, Training and Youth Affairs’ Task Force on School 
Statistics. 


SCHOOLS, JULY 1993 


Not-goverament All 


Government 
schools schools schools 
Schools ? 366 2 499 9 865 
Students 2 228 056 870 319 3 098 375 
Teaching staff (PTE} 146 637 55 274 201 911 
Non-teaching staff (FTE) 34 434 15 138 49 572 


For further information, order the publication Schools, Australia (4221.0), or contact 
John Sever on (06) 252 6304. 
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A profile of crime and safety in 
Australian households 


MONTHS The third national household survey of crime and safety has found that 
6.8 per cent of all households in Australia were victims of at least one 


break dence pos so0c0i2n Tg" break and enter or attempted break and enter offence in the year to 
Ascaut fst April 1993. The rate was slightly higher than the corresponding estimate 
of 6.1 per cent in 1983, 
Rubbery [t's 
Sexnal assault f° The survey also found that 489 200 or 3.7 per cent of people over 15 in 


r 5 7 7 . Australia were victims of at least one robbery, assault or sexual assault in 
Percent the year to April 1993. Compared with 1983, the victimisation rate was 
up for robbery, down for assault and about the same for sexual assault. 


VICTIMS OF CRIME IN THE LAST 12 MONTHS, APRIL 1993 


Per cent 

Type of offeitce NSW Vie. Qid 5A WA Tas, NT ACT  Tatal 
Hotseholds 

Actual /attempted 

break and enter 5.7 5.4 7.5 8.1 11.0 5.6 10.6 8.9 6.8 

Motor vehicle theft 2.0 17 13 17 2.2 1.0 OF 0.8 7 
Total household victims = 7.5 7.0 6.6 a7 12.8 6.6 13 a? a3 
Persons 

Robbery 13 10 12 13 1.3 18 1? 1? 12 

Assault 2.6 2.2 2.9 2.5 2.2 2.8 3.6 3.5 2.5 

Sexual assauit 0.8 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.35 0.5 (1.2 0.9 0.6 
Total personal victinis 39 3.2 4.0 a8 3.5 3.7 52 49 a7 


The survey, which counts crimes whether reported to police or not, 
found that 93.7 per cent of all motor vehicle thefts were in fact reported 
to police, while only about 25 per cent of sexual assault cases were 
reported. (The latter figure is based on a sample small enough to create 
the possibility of a significant sampling error.) 


Privacy concerns and fear of reprisal were the two main reasons why 
victims of sexual assault did not report the offence to police, but some 
20 per cent of victims gave as their main reason the belief that the 
police either would not or could not do anything. 


For assault, the victimisation rate in 1993 was 2.5 per cent of the adult 
population, down from 3.4 per cent in 1983. The proportion of male 
victims of assault fell from 4.9 to 3.3 per cent between the two surveys, 
while the female rate dropped only marginally to 1.8 per cent. In cases 
where assault occurred inside the home, the proportion of female 
victims was 0.6 per cent, significantly higher than male victims, at 

0.2 per cent. 


The survey identified a number of variables which affected an 
individual's chances of being a victim of the types of crime surveyed. 
For example, houscholds consisting of a single parent or guardian with 
unmarried children had the highest victimisation rate at 12.2 per cent, 
while the lowest, at 5.7 per cent was among married couples with no 
children in the household. 
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AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
Ordinary dime earnings of full-time adults 


rend series 
Feb Feb Feb Feb 
1991 1992 1903 19594 
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The risk of becoming a victim of personal crimes (assault, sexual 
assault, robbery) was highest in the 15 to 24 years age group at 
7.9 per cent, and tended to decrease with age. 


For further information, order the publication Crime and Safety, Australia (4509.0), 
or contact Bernard Wotg on (02) 268 £238. 


Earnings stay ahead of prices 


The trend estimate of average weekly total earnings for full-time adults 
rose by 3.2 per cent in the year to February following a modest 0.6 per 
cent rise in the three months from November 1993, according to the 
latest Australian Bureau of Statistics. 


Ordinary time earnings rose 0.5 per cent in the quarter producing an 
annual increase of 2.9 per cent. 


The movement in trend estimates for all categories of earnings have 
shown a steady growth since November 1992, The graph at left 
illustrates this trend for full-time adult ordinary time eamings. 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS, FEBRUARY 1994 


Percentage change 
fit Persons’ froin 


Average weekly earnings ($} 


Mules 


Females Persons Feb. 93 Now. 93 
Full-time adulls — trend 
Ordinary time 645.50 542.00 608.00} 2.9 0.5 
Total 696.10 555.40 646.10 3.2 0.6 
All employees 621.30 411.30 523.40) 21 0.1 
Full-time adults — original 
Ordinary time 648.50) 546.80 612.30 3.1 13 
Total 697,90 560.08 645.90 3.3 1.6 
All employees 625.60 417.20 529.10 2.1 1.5 


For further information, order the publication Average Weekly Earnings, Australia, 
Preliminary (6301.0), or contact Reg Gaull on (09) 323 5304. 


Arrivals and departures in brief ... 


For January 1994 the trend estimate for arrivals of overseas visitors 
remained much the same as in December 1993 with a decrease of 
0.2 per cent. 


in the period from July 1993 to January 1994 more than 1.85 million 
overseas visitors entered Australia, 13 per cent more than in the period 
from July 1992 to January 1993 (1.64 million). 


In January 1994 the trend estimate of resident departures remained 
virtually unchanged from December 1993. 


In the seven months from July 1993, 1.36 million resident departures 
were recorded, a slight decrease compared with the period from July 
1992 to January 1993 (1.39 million). 


Source: Overseas Arrivals and Departures, . 


Inquiries Order from the following: 
The ABS supplies a wide range of . 
ee & Expected releases over the fortnight to 17 May 
through its bookshops Balance of Payments, Australia, March 1994 (5301.0; $16.50} 
O by mail order Building Approvals, Australia, March 1994 (8731.0; $13.50) 
(including subscription) 
+ by facsimile (oJ Retail Trade, Australia, March 1994 (8501.0; $11.00) 
4 OD electronically. The Labour Force, Australia, April 1994, Preliminary 
: (6202.0, $11.00) 
To order any of the publications 
mentioned in Statistics Weekly or to Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than House 
inquire about the statistics and services Building, Six Capital Cities and Canberra, March 1994 
available from the ABS, contact (6407.0; $11.00) 


se i S i . . . “ya: : 
‘Information ervices at any of the Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six State 
:offices listed below. An Information Capital Cities and Canb March 1994 (6408.0: $8.50 
‘Consultancy Service in each office apital —1hes anberra, iaren ( 0; $8.50) 


provides assistance of a more extensive Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, 
or complex nature. Australia, March 1994 (6412.0; $11.00) 


_ ABS Central Office . 
263 PO Box 10 Selected releases: 27 April to 3 May 


. BELCONNEN ACT 2616 General 
ie (06) 252 6627 Directory of Transport Statistics, 1993 (1132.0; $30.00) 
“Bax (06) 253 1404 
Monthly Summary of Statistics, Aust, April 1994 (1304.0; $20.50) 
. ABS State Offices Australian Economic Indicators, May 1994 (2350.0; $26.00) 
“SB Nw (2) 268 4611 Monthly Summary of Statistics, Qld, May 1994 (1304.3; $10.00) 
VE Vic. (03) 615 7000 Monthly Summary of Statistics, WA, April 1994 (1305.5; $11.00) 
Qld (07) 222 6351 Australian Capital Territory Business Indicators, April 1994 (1303.8; $7.50 
WA (09) 323 5140 ustralian Capital Territory Business Indicators, Apri 303.8; $7.50) 
SA (08) 237 7100 Demography 


Tas. (002) 20 5800 Estimated Resident Population in Statistical Local Areas, WA, 30 June 1993, 

NYT (089) 432 111 Preliminary (3204.5; $20.00) 

ACT. (06) 207 0326 . as 
Sociai statistics 


Crime and Safety, Aust., April 1993 (4509.0; $18.50) — new issue 


Subscriptions - National accounts, Finance and Foreign trade 
To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or any 
other ABS printed publication, phone Cash Management Trusts, Aust., March 1994 (5635.0; $6.00) 


on (008) 020608, or contact Information 


Services at any of the offices listed The Labour Force, Aust., March 1994 (6203.0; $16.50} 


above. The Labour Force, Vic., February Qtr 1994 (6202.2; $16.50) 
Agriculture 
Editor Livestock Products, Aust., March 1994 (7215.0; $8.00) 
Rad Leovic Agricultural Land Use and Selected Inputs, Vic., 1992-93 (7411.2; $16.50) 
(06) 252 6104 


Agriculture, Tas. at a Glance, 1994 (7113.6; $1.00) 


Manufacturing, Mining, Energy, Service industries, 


Build ; 
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5 May 1994 Building Activity, Qld, December Qtr 1993 (8752.3; $11.00) 


The latest — consolidated to 3 May 1994 


Latest figure available 


Percentage change {a} on 


Seasonalfy Previous Corresponding 
Key national indicators Period Units Original __ adjusted _—_—_—iperiad period last year 
National accounts 
Gross domestic product (GDP(A)) at 1989-90 prices December qtr 93 $m 103 897 98 531 1.7 4.0 
International accounts 
Balance on current account (o) (d) February 94 $m — 884 —1 256 -3 —42 
Balance on merchandise trade (b) ¢d) " " 195 273 80 —i4 
Balance on goods and services (b) (cd) " " — 406 -113 _— ~7 
Merchandise exports (il) " " 481i 5 256 | 3 
Merchandise imports (d) " " -4 616 -4 983 -4 4 
Net foreign debt December qtr 93 $m 171 980 0a, -13 5.2 
Net foreign liabilities " " 244 540 fla. 3.7 16.9 
Consumption and investment 
Retail turnover at current prices Fanuary 94 $m 8 O15 8 463 1.5 49 
New capital expenditure at current prices December qtr 93 " 7 277 6 759 4.0 - 2.0 
New motor vehicle registrations March 94 TH, 52 687 45 755 94 17 
Production 
Manufacturers’ sales at 1989-90 prices December qir 93 $m 38 307 36 863 3.1 9.4 
Dwelling unit approvals February 94 no. 13 84 15 047 -6.9 3.6 
Building approvals (d) " $m 2 136 2 401 19.1 13.3 
Building work done at 1989-00 prices December gtr 93 . 6 643 6 303 — 27 
Prices 
Consumer price index March qtr 94 1989-90 = 100.0 110.4 ha. 0.4 1.4 
Articles produced by manufacturing industry February 94 1988-89 = 100.0 14.8 na. -n2 0.0 
Materials used in manufacturing industries February 94 1984-85 = 100.0 121.7 ia. —O8 -3.9 
Labour force and demography 
Employed persons February 94 00) 7 752.1 7 R197 9.2 2.5 
Participation rate + . . Te 63.1 62.9 0.0 0.6 
Unemployment rate t " " 11.5 10.5 - 0.1 0.6 
Joh vacancies November qtr 93 “000 38.2 38.9 5.1 31.0 
Average weekly overtime per employee " hours 1.3u) 1.22 L.7 8.0 
Estimated resident population September gtr 93 million V7.7 ia. 0.3 LO 
Short-lerm overseas visitor arrivals January 94 *000 251 252 - 0.6 6.2 
Incomes 
Company profits before income tax December gtr 93 $m 6 618 5 255 2.5 33.5 
Avy. weekly earings, full-time adulls; ordinary lime February 94 $ 612.30 609.50 0.9 3.1 
Financial markets 
Interest rates (c) (monthly average} 
90-day bank bills + March 94 % per annum 4.95 Ta. 0.15 —4 
10-year Treasury bands t March 94 " 7.95 TL, 09 0.45 
Exchange rate — $US (c) (d) February 94 per $A 0.7161 hes 3 5 


(a) Based on seascomally adjusted figures where available. (b} Tor percentage changes, a minus sign indicates an increase in the deficit; no sign means a decrease 
in the deficit or am increase in the surphus. (c) Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. (a) Later figures expected to be released Wednesday, 4 May 1993. 


NOTES: + = change is shown in terms of percentage points. 


Tha. = not available. 


Key State indicators Period. = NSW 
New capital expenditure* December qtr 93 -195 
Retail turnover (trend estimate) January 94 45 
New motor vehicle registrations} March 94 —1.2 
Number of dwelling unit approvals* February 94 -97 
Value of total building work done December tt 93 -13 
Employed persons* February 94 3.2 
Capital city consumer price index March gtr 94 0.8 
Av, weekly earnings (fulltime adult ordinary time) November 93 25 
Population September qtr 93 0.9 
Room nights in licensed hotels and motels, ete. September qtr 93 6.3 


Vie. Oi 5A WA Tas. NT ACT Aust, 
30.3 - 20.4 —27.2 26.7 ~305 na Tha. -15 
33 5.2 7] 10.5 38 na. 7.4 5.0 
14.4 -124 5.9 10.3 -13.1 5.7 68 L? 
16.0 15.3 -215 23.0 5o.5 41.2 ~ 24.2 3.6 
-O.4 $1 -—6.1 23.6 14.2 42.9 -27 39 
14 42 -0.4 5.8 36 -19 23 29 
1.6 1.6 1.8 21 2.4 1.5 1.2 14 
2.2 5.0 2.5 33 42 O.5 37 3.0 
0.3 28 0.5 13 04 0.9 1.6 1.0 
0.1 al 2.4 4.0 54 18.4 12.0 6.7 


* Seasonally adjusted except for NT and ACT.- + Seasonally adjusted. 
Figures have been taken from a variety of ABS publications. Copies ma 
reliminary, some final, and some are revisions of previously publish 
Services if the status of the stafistic is mportant. 
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be obtained from Information Services (see page 7). Some of the figures shown are 
figures. Users should check the latest relevant publication or with the ABS Information 
2 ABS should be acknowledged as the source when reproducing or quoting any part of this publication. 


2131800016941 
ISSN 1093-8640 


